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Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”—Annotation Activity

STEP 1:
Allusions are references within a literary work to another famous literary work, work of art, or historical event.  Find at least three allusions in the text of the speech.  Now, label next to each what historical literary source is being alluded to.

STEP 2:
Lincoln followed the ancient form of the funeral oration or eulogy.  In this, the speaker provides praise for the dead with advice for the living.  In the text of the speech, draw a box around the portion of the speech that includes provides praise for the dead.  Now, use another color to draw a box around the portion of the speech that includes the advice for the living.  Hint:  All the words in the speech should be included in one category or the other!

STEP 3:
In contrast to the theme of death, Lincoln carefully chose words that relate to new life.  Highlight three words which have a connotation of new life.

STEP 4:
Lincoln also uses parallelism.  This is the device that uses a repetition of a grammatical structure for effect.  Put asterisks ( * ) next to two sentences that demonstrate parallelism.

STEP 5:
Lincoln uses antithesis--the placing of a sentence or one of its parts against another opposing sentence (or part) in order to form a balanced contrast of ideas (as in “Give me liberty or give me death”) Put a star next to a sentence that demonstrates antithesis.

STEP 6:
Diction refers to the author’s choice and arrangement of words.  How would you describe his diction?  Why would he choose to do this?  Highlight a sentence that shows this diction.
STEP 7:
Asyndeton is a lack of conjunctions between phrases or clauses.  Highlight and label the sentence where asyndeton is evident.

STEP 8:
Anaphora is when a speaker uses a repetition of the beginning of a phrase or clause for effect.  Circle a sentence that uses anaphora.
STEP 9:
Lincoln’s speech is masterful in what it says, but also genius in what has been left out!  Words are chosen carefully to make powerful statements without lengthy descriptions.   Remarkably, the speech only contains 271 words, and lasted less than two minutes!
· How many times does Lincoln use the words Union, Confederacy, North or South?  ____________

· What does he call us?  ___________

· How many details and statistics of the battle of Gettysburg are included? _____________

· How many times does he use the word ‘nation’?  ___________
STEP 10:
SO. . . what idea was Lincoln trying to convey by this careful word choice?






A Note about Close Reading Activities on Speaker’s Style

My class knows what it means when I write “Close Reading” activities on the day’s agenda!  They automatically go in search of their favorite colors of highlighters.  They also are no longer afraid of the word “annotate”.  However, at first, it can be a very daunting task for a student to understand that he is to highlight what HE thinks is an example of powerful writing.  This could be a strong verb, a simile, a metaphor, descriptive phrase, etc. . . There are really no right answers here, so there are also no WRONG answers.  Remember, modeling and discussion go a long way to helping students with this type of subjective activity.  They will build confidence as they see that they are on the right track.  My students know by experience that if they do not pay attention during this annotation activity that their grades on tomorrow’s follow up activity will be poor.  To build confidence with annotation skills I have found the following works for me:

1. Highlighters = FUN.  I usually have a big box of highlighters out that they can borrow.  (In our school where every student has a laptop, it’s amazing to see how excited they get about this low-tech option!)

2. I put the document up on the projector (smart board). We read the directions together, and I read the passage, too, so they can LISTEN to its flow.

3. I allow them to do the first task, then we work together on the screen to highlight some of the items they have found while discussing why these elements are so effective.  Always point them back to the task:  discovering what this author does in his/her writing that makes it art.

4. Keep the first few annotation sessions brief to avoid overwhelming students.

5. If your students need it, a review of devices like asyndeton, parallelism, diction, antithesis and others may be in order prior to this activity.

6. I often have them hand in their annotation sheets the next day before their follow up question.  This rewards them with some easy points for participating.

7. Don’t overlook the follow-up.  The reason we annotate is to discover author’s style.  An activity about it the next class is an opportunity to assess what they have learned.
8. Annotation is messy!  Students should know a well-annotated piece of literature looks well-used!
Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”


Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can not consecrate, we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
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Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”


A Wordle is an application for generating “word clouds” from text that you provide. The clouds give greater prominence to words that appear more frequently in the source text, or words that have more significance to the theme of the piece. You can tweak your clouds with different fonts, layouts, and color schemes. The images you create with Wordle can be printed and displayed or used on websites and blogs.  

In speech and literature class, we like to use Word Clouds as tools for helping students come to some conclusions on the most significant elements in a certain work or speech.  Look at the example from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short story “A Minister’s Black Veil” made by a student in American Literature.

Here are some guidelines for what needs to be included in your Wordles:

1. Name of speech

2. Name of speaker

3. Date of speech

4. At least 2 important quotations from the speech

5. Any words or phrases that are significant from the speech (sized according to significance)
6. Purpose or occasion of speech

7. Audience of speech

8. At least 3 rhetorical devices that are used in the speech

9. At least 20 elements should be included in your Word Cloud

Here are some “fundamentals” every student will need to know to use the wordle.net website:

1.   You will submit a list of words, phrases, or brief sentences that are importation in your piece.   The website randomizes this, and you can then choose the word cloud that looks best to you.

2. A word cloud is only effective if there is a size variation of the words included.  Most important ideas, or ideas that are frequently repeated should appear larger in your word cloud.  To get this variation in size, you’ll need to repeat the words or phrases you want to appear bigger.  For example, the speaker’s name may be repeated five or six time to make it larger in your word cloud.  What other ideas are important and should be LARGE?

3. Wordle.net will separate and randomly place any phrases that are not linked with a tilde (~).  So, for example, if you want Abraham Lincoln to appear together, you need to type Abraham~Lincoln.

4. Since the Wordle.net website cannot SAVE the words you input, it would be a good idea to create your list in your word-processing program, and then COPY to the text box on Wordle. 
Example List for Word Cloud Wordle.net
The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

The~Minister’s~Black~Veil

Nathaniel~Hawthorne

Nathaniel~Hawthorne

Nathaniel~Hawthorne

Nathaniel~Hawthorne

Nathaniel~Hawthorne
Parable
Parable
Parable

Allegory
Allegory
Allegory

Sin

Sin

Sin
Sin

Sin

Sin

Sin

Sin

Sin

Sin

Dark

Dark
Sadness

Sadness

Evil

Evil

Mystery
Mystery

Mystery

Mystery

Our~parson~has~gone~mad
Our~parson~has~gone~mad

Our~parson~has~gone~mad
Mr.~Hooper
Mr.~Hooper
Mr.~Hooper
Elizabeth

Elizabeth

Elizabeth

Church
Church

Church
Pulpit
Pulpit
Prayer
Prayer
between~him~and~the~world

between~him~and~the~world

between~him~and~the~world

Veil

Veil

Silence

Silence

Isolation

Isolation

Isolation

Isolation

Isolation

Isolation

Isolation

Gloom

Gloom

Gloom

Piety

Piety

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Your~sins~may~affect~others

Treat~everyone~equally
Treat~everyone~equally

Treat~everyone~equally

Treat~everyone~equally
example word cloud for Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil,” made at Wordle.net
Rhetorical Devices in Famous Speeches





Now share understanding of “The Gettysburg Address” with your class by completing one of the three activities described below:





Create a Wordle Word Cloud!  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wordle.net" ��www.wordle.net�) Include:


Speaker’s name


Speech title


Date of speech


Purpose of speech


2+ quotations from the speech


Any words/phrases significant from speech (sized according to significance)


At least 20 elements!


At least 3 rhetorical devices used in speech





Create a PowerPoint which President Lincoln could have used if he had delivered his famous speech with today’s technology.  Presentations must:


Contain 5+ slides


Follow same organizational format as historical speech


Include “speaker notes” that include the actual text of the speech to match up with what is presented on the slide


Follow the rules of good PowerPoint construction that we have studied!





Create a Found Poem of “The Gettysburg Address”.  


A found poem is shaped from a collection of words or phrases found in the historical text.  You barrow the words, and rearrange to create poetry!


It requires you to return to the text and focus on its ideas and language.


Select no more than eight interesting words or short phrases.  


Format you poem to your liking.  


Include an original title (unlike the speech’s title).  


Now your poem will have carefully chosen meaning that YOU have created as well as some of the underlying meaning of the original text!





Famous Speech Analysis						





Your Task:	You are to prove you understand the purpose, content, and rhetorical devices in Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” by creating a word cloud.    � HYPERLINK "http://www.wordle.net" ��www.wordle.net�














